
Saturday,   May   23  

Scripture  

● Mark   13:11  

And   when   they   bring   you   to   trial   and   deliver   you   over,   do   not   be   anxious   beforehand   what   you   are   to  
say,   but   say   whatever   is   given   you   in   that   hour,    for   it   is   not   you   who   speak,   but   the   Holy   Spirit .  

● 1   Thessalonians   1:4-6  

For   we   know,   brothers   loved   by   God,   that   he   has   chosen   you,   because   our   gospel   came   to   you   not  
only   in   word,   but   also   in   power   and    in   the   Holy   Spirit   and   with   full   conviction .   You   know   what   kind   of  
men   we   proved   to   be   among   you   for   your   sake.   And   you   became   imitators   of   us   and   of   the   Lord,   for  
you   received   the   word   in   much   affliction,    with   the   joy   of   the   Holy   Spirit ,  

 

Who   is   God?  

The   Holy   Spirit   provides   courage   and   conviction  

 

Spiritual   Encouragement  

Jesus   never   promised   that   Christians   filled   with   the   Spirit   would   avoid   suffering   and   opposition.   In  
fact,   the   Holy   Spirit   empowers   Christians   with   courage   and   conviction   (and   even   joy)   in   the   face   of  
opposition.   In   times   of   trial,   the   Holy   Spirit   speaks   for   us.   

This   promise   from   God’s   Word   isn’t   an   excuse   to   avoid   preparing   to   teach   a   Bible   study,   and   it   isn’t   an  
argument   against   learning   to   share   your   faith.   This   promise   is   about   trusting   in   the   Holy   Spirit   in   times  
of   opposition   and   affliction,   when   merely   human   courage   or   conviction   would   fail.   The   Holy   Spirit  
doesn’t   abandon   us   in   times   of   difficulty,   but   is   fully   at   work   in   and   through   us.  

Father,   I   know   the   Holy   Spirit   doesn’t   make   me   immune   to   trouble   or   opposition.   Give   me   courage  
and   conviction   to   speak   for   You   when   I   don’t   know   what   to   say.   Help   me   point   others   to   Jesus   through  
how   I   speak   and   how   I   live,   even   when   they   are   opposed   to   Your   Gospel   and   trying   to   cause   me  
harm.  

 
  


