
Thursday,   May   7  

Scripture  

● Matthew   3:11  

John   said,   “I   baptize   you   with   water   for   repentance,   but   he   who   is   coming   after   me   is   mightier   than   I,  
whose   sandals   I   am   not   worthy   to   carry.    He   will   baptize   you   with   the   Holy   Spirit   and   fire .  

● Matthew   3:16-17  

And   when   Jesus   was   baptized,   immediately   he   went   up   from   the   water,   and   behold,   the   heavens  
were   opened   to   him,   and    he   saw   the   Spirit   of   God   descendin g   like   a   dove   and   coming   to   rest   on   him;  
and   behold,   a   voice   from   heaven   said,   “This   is   my   beloved   Son,   with   whom   I   am   well   pleased.”   

● Matthew   4:1  

Then   Jesus   was    led   up   by   the   Spirit    into   the   wilderness   to   be   tempted   by   the   devil.  

 

Who   is   God?  

The   Holy   Spirit   prompted   and   defined   the   Ministry   of   Jesus  

 

Spiritual   Encouragement  

The   Holy   Spirit   was   active   at   both   the   Creation   of   the   world   and   the   birth   of   Jesus.   So,   not  
surprisingly,   He   was   active   at   the   beginning   of   Jesus’   ministry.   (Plus,   we   again   have   water,   wind,   and  
fire   combined   within   a   few   verses.)  

The   scene   at   Jesus’   baptism   might   be   the   clearest   picture   of   the   Trinity   in   all   of   the   Bible.   The   Father  
speaks   a   blessing   on   His   Son   as   the   Spirit   descends   upon   the   Son.   God’s   Word   and   Spirit   came  
upon   the   Son,   whose   ministry   would   then   be   defined   by   proclaiming   God’s   Word   and   displaying   the  
power   of   God’s   Spirit.   

Jesus’   ministry   would   face   opposition   from   Satan,   and   Jesus’   identity   as   God’s   Son   would   be  
questioned.   From   the   very   beginning,   the   Holy   Spirit   guided   Jesus   into   this   conflict   and   empowered  
Him   to   remain   faithful   to   His   Father   by   drawing   on   the   truth   and   power   of   God’s   Word.   (Remember,  
when   Jesus   was   tempted   by   Satan   in   Matthew   4,   Jesus   responded   by   quoting   the   Spirit-inspired  
words   of   Deuteronomy.)  

God,   I   see   that   You   always   work   according   to   the   truth   of   Your   Word   and   the   power   of   Your   Spirit.  
Help   me   trust   You.   Help   me   worship   You   in   both   Spirit   and   Truth.   Thank   You   that   Jesus   fulfilled   Your  
purposes   and   obeyed   perfectly   Your   Word,   so   that   salvation   and   new   life   are   possible   through   Him.  


