
Saturday,   May   30  

Scripture  

● 1   Corinthians   12:12-13  

For   just   as   the   body   is   one   and   has   many   members,   and   all   the   members   of   the   body,   though   many,  
are   one   body,   so   it   is   with   Christ.   For    in   one   Spirit   we   were   all   baptized   into   one   body —Jews   or  
Greeks,   slaves   or   free—and   all   were   made   to   drink   of   one   Spirit.  

● Matthew   28:18-20  

And   Jesus   came   and   said   to   them,   “All   authority   in   heaven   and   on   earth   has   been   given   to   me.   Go  
therefore   and   make   disciples   of   all   nations,    baptizing   them   in   the   name   of   the   Father   and   of   the   Son  
and   of   the   Holy   Spirit ,   teaching   them   to   observe   all   that   I   have   commanded   you.   And   behold,   I   am  
with   you   always,   to   the   end   of   the   age.”  

 

Who   is   God?  

The   Holy   Spirit   unifies   believers  

 

Spiritual   Encouragement  

The   baptism   of   the   Holy   Spirit   can   be   a   controversial   phrase,   because   some   people   identify   this   work  
of   the   Holy   Spirit   with   a   separate   religious   experience   that   happens   after   salvation.   However,   the   New  
Testament   seems   to   connect   the   baptism   of   the   Holy   Spirit   with   saving   faith,   not   a   separate   (later)  
experience.   Instead   of   being   divisive,   the   Holy   Spirit   should   unify   and   propel   the   church.   

Much   of   what   we   have   read   over   the   past   few   weeks   seems   to   focus   the   Spirit’s   work   on   individuals.  
And   all   of   that   is   well   and   good.  

***But,   as   we   prepare   for   Pentecost   Sunday   tomorrow,   don't   miss   the   Holy   Spirit’s   role   for   God’s  
people   as   a   whole.    We   want   to   be   Spirit-empowered   Christians   living   as   a   Spirit-empowered   Church.   

Father,   I   pray   the   presence   and   power   of   Your   Holy   Spirit   will   transform   our   church.   I   pray   many  
people   will   be   baptized   in   the   name   of   the   Father,   Son,   and   Holy   Spirit.   I   pray   Your   Spirit   will   remove  
pride,   whether   individual   pride   that   causes   division   or   corporate   pride   where   we   trust   in   programs,   or  
buildings,   or   personnel,   more   than   we   trust   in   You.   Our   church   has   a   strong   commitment   to   Your  
Word;   but   we   are   desperate   for   the   power   of   Your   Holy   Spirit,   because   we   know   Word   and   Spirit  
function   together   to   bring   life   and   build   unity.   We   offer   ourselves   fully   to   You,   in   the   name   of   Jesus,   by  
the   power   of   the   Spirit.  

   


