
Friday,   May   8  

Scripture  

● Luke   4:14-19  

And    Jesus   returned   in   the   power   of   the   Spirit    to   Galilee,   and   a   report   about   him   went   out   through   all  
the   surrounding   country.   And   he   taught   in   their   synagogues,   being   glorified   by   all.  

And   he   came   to   Nazareth,   where   he   had   been   brought   up.   And   as   was   his   custom,   he   went   to   the  
synagogue   on   the   Sabbath   day,   and   he   stood   up   to   read.   And    the   scroll   of   the   prophet   Isaiah   was  
given   to   him .   He   unrolled   the   scroll   and   found   the   place   where   it   was   written,  

“ The   Spirit   of   the   Lord   is   upon   me ,   because   he   has   anointed   me   to   proclaim   good   news   to   the   poor.  
He   has   sent   me   to   proclaim   liberty   to   the   captives   and   recovering   of   sight   to   the   blind,   to   set   at   liberty  
those   who   are   oppressed,   to   proclaim   the   year   of   the   Lord's   favor.”   (Isaiah   61:1-3)  

● Matthew   12:27  

But   if   it   is   by   the   Spirit   of   God   that   I   cast   out   demons,   then   the   kingdom   of   God   has   come   upon   you.  

 

Who   is   God?  

The   Holy   Spirit   empowered   the   Life   and   Ministry   of   Jesus  

 

Spiritual   Encouragement  

Jesus’   life   and   ministry   began   by   the   power   of   the   Holy   Spirit.   Jesus   did   not   then   attempt   to   teach   and  
do   ministry   on   his   own.   The   Spirit   continued   to   empower   His   teaching   and   actions.   In   fact,   the   sign  
that   the   Kingdom   of   God   had   come   was   the   power   of   the   Spirit   at   work   in   Jesus’   teaching   (with  
authority)   and   ministry   (healings,   exorcisms).   

The   only   sure   sign   that   a   person   was   not   part   of   God’s   people   was   if   the   person   blasphemed   or   spoke  
against   the   Holy   Spirit.   (This   warning   was   about   seeing   the   power   of   God   on   display   and   saying   this  
power   actually   came   from   an   evil   spirit   or   Satan,   instead   of   coming   by   God’s   Spirit.)  

But   --   and   this   is   key   --   the   power   of   the   Holy   Spirit   wasn’t   only   active   in   Jesus’   miracles   and  
teachings.   Jesus’   whole   life   was   characterized   by   the   Spirit’s   work.   A   good   example   is   Luke   10:21   -  
“In   that   same   hour   he   rejoiced   in   the   Holy   Spirit.”   As   Jesus   saw   God’s   work   among   the   disciples,  
Jesus   was   filled   with   joy   in   the   Spirit.   

Father,   if   Jesus’   ministry   and   life   did   not   continue   without   the   Spirit’s   indwelling   power,   who   am   I   to  
think   I   can   make   it   without   the   Holy   Spirit?   I   pray   that   my   actions,   words,   and   even   my   emotions   will  
be   empowered   and   guided   by   Your   Spirit.  


