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Kingdom Connection: The Book of Matthew 
Matthew 20 // The Need and Provision of Mercy 

 

1)  Jesus confronts the disciple’s ideas of fairness. (vv.1-16) 
A. Fairness = Earning your way, Comparing your 
goodness to others.    
B. God is gracious to those who do not deserve it.  

 

2)  Jesus confronts the disciple’s wrong expectations of His 
mission. (vv.17-19) 

A. The greatest enemy: Rome vs. Sin  
B. The Gospel is “unfair”. 

 

3)  Jesus confronts the disciples wrong perspective of 
greatness. (vv.20-28) 

A. Greatness: Status, power, and superiority vs. 
selflessness, sacrifice, & love.  
B. Security in Jesus frees us worldly greatness. 

 

4)  Jesus demonstrates His idea of fairness, His mission, & 
His greatness through a timely miracle. (vv.29-34) 

A. The vulnerable were an inconvenience to the culture. 
B. The crowds had their own agenda for Jesus  
C. Jesus’ mission was to rescue both the blind beggars 
AND the crowd.  

 

Finding ourselves in this story 
1. We are desperately dependant for mercy because of 
our sin. (Eph 2:4-5) 
2. We are desperately dependent for mercy if we are 
devoted to things in the name of Christ that are nothing 
more than personal agendas designed to fit our 
preferences and petty desires. (Matt 16:24-27) 

 

Respond to His Word 
UP: Acknowledge God’s mercy.  Trust Jesus and turn from 
sin.  Thank Him that He is not fair.   
IN: Acknowledge Jesus’ example of true greatness.  Reject 
desires for power, status, & superiority. 
OUT: Acknowledge Jesus’ mission by relinquishing your 
devotion to comfortable agendas that protect 
preferences. Pursue a life of sacrifice, selflessness, & love 
for others.  
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1. How do your ideas of fairness govern your life and how you treat others? 

2. In what areas of your life and in what ways does your heart long for 

status, power, or superiority over others? 

3. What ministry opportunities do you find yourself neglecting in favor of 

your own conveniences/preferences? 

4. How is your faith and obedience pushing you to deny yourself for the 

good of others both inside the church and out in your community? 

5. In what ways do you need God’s mercy right now?  
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