
DISCUSSION GUIDE :: AT A GLANCE 
 INFORMAL: (8 minutes) 

Take attendance with the LEAD App and Ask guests to complete a connection card.  
Allow for informal conversation with your group but be prepped to transition. 

INTRODUCTION: (7 minutes) 

OPENING QUESTION: In what ways have you seen someone give generously?  
EXPLAIN: The DIG Method of Bible engagement briefly and that we will look at 2 Corinthians 
9:6-8 together.  We also will construct a plan for our small groups to raise $500.  
PRAY: Ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to desire, see, understand, & live the truth.  
READ: 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 out loud, & then begin the DIG Method. 

 DISCOVER - Asking Who, What, Where, or When (4 min) 

WHO are the main characters?  
WHAT does it mean to sow and reap sparingly or generously?  
WHAT do we learn about God’s desires for us? 

  INVESTIGATE - Asking Why or How (5 min) 

WHY would God love a cheerful giver?  
HOW do feelings of “reluctance” or “compulsion” become realities in our hearts when we have 
the opportunity to give? WHAT do these feelings reveal our understanding of God’s grace 
towards us? 

 GO - Asking Questions That Require Action (6 min) 

What does it look like in our lives to be a cheerful giver?  
Is there an attitude I need to change about my possessions, time, and money?

 ACTIVITY: Individually (10 min)

DISCUSS that we are hoping to see the student raise money through Thanksgiving. $7 per box 
& $35 per meal bag. EmmauStudents Goal: $500. 
CREATE a plan for OCC Postage / Christmas Meal Bag Fundraising 

 COMMUNITY & CONCLUSION (10 min) 

CLOSING QUESTIONS: Do you trust Jesus to provide for you in the midst of giving sacrificially 
& generously to others? What is your attitude in the midst of giving? Do you have a desire to 
help those in need around you? What did you learn about yourself today in regards to giving?  
INVITATION: Do you see a lack of desire to give to others in need? Ask Jesus to create that in 
you. CLOSING PRAYER: Small Group encourager pray for the group.  
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Provided 
Supplies 
Money Cans 

Sermon 
Connection 

This morning 
Owen will be 
walking through 
Matt. 13:24-43 

Emmaus 
Connection 

This Fall Emmaus 
will collaborate 
for the Christmas 
Shoebox & the 
Christmas Meal 
Bag Initiatives. 
EmmauStudents 
will seek to raise 
$500 to help 
participate. See 
the end of Guide 
for more info. 

EMMAUSTUDENT SMALL GROUPS | KNOW OTHERS | BE KNOWN | KNOW HIM | MAKE HIM KNOWN | TOGETHER

Discussing the basics & importance of giving and to allow students to create a 
plan on how to do that as a small group this semester. (OCC & Meal Bags)
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DISCUSSION GUIDE :: EXPANDED 
  INFORMAL: (8 minutes) 

Take ATTENDANCE with the LEAD App. 
Ask GUESTS to complete a CONNECTION card.  Find ways to learn about the guest.  
Allow for informal CONVERSATION but be prepped to TRANSITION to allow time for Bible 
discussion & community. 

  INTRODUCTION: (7 minutes) 

OPENING QUESTION: In what ways have you seen someone give generously? What was the impact 
of that person’s generosity? 

• You may possibly get crickets because students lack of exposure to giving.  That’s ok.  That’s what today is meant to do. 

EXPLAIN: The DIG Method of Bible engagement (if you feel your group needs that). You may also 
share that today we are going to discuss the basics and importance of biblical giving, as well as, 
construct a plan to help raise $500 to participate in Operation Christmas Shoebox and Christmas 
Meal Bags. 

• The Dig Method is a series of questions one can ask about the Scriptures to arrive at a proper understanding and response without the aid 
of devotions or the insights of others.  Devos/study notes are not bad but it is important that Jesus followers learn how to be a self feeders 
with the Word of God.  DIG stands for Discover, Investigate, Go.   

• In Discover we observe facts and info only.  We Investigate by working through the meaning of these facts.  In Go we think specifically 
how to respond to the Lord and His Word.  This is a very different approach for many when reading the Bible.  It will take time to 
understand and utilize. 

PRAY: Ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to desire the truth, see the truth, understand the truth, 
and live the truth.  

• We never want to approach God’s Word like we approach books we read for school/learning.  We are not merely acquiring information.  
We are encountering words that are alive and change people through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Let’s position ourselves in humility 
and ask God for His help and to transform us!) 

READ: 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 out loud, & then begin the DIG Method. 

• 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 “6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every 
good work.” 

  DISCOVER - Asking Who, What, Where, or When (4 min) 

WHO are the main characters? 

• Paul, the Corinthians, whoever sows sparingly, whoever sows generously, God, cheerful giver.  
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WHAT does it mean to sow & reap sparingly or generously?  

• To sow is what we give and reaping is what we receive. Sparingly- in a restricted or infrequent manner, generously- in a way that shows a 
readiness to give more of something than is necessary or expected. 

• Please clarify that this is not so much the amount of what we give but how we are willing to give. 

WHAT do we learn about God’s desires for us?  

• Here are some potential answers: 

• God loves a cheerful giver 

• God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in our abundance we may bless others. 

• He longs to provide for us, God himself is a cheerful giver. 

• God longs to see us provide for others by holding loosely our time, money, & things and giving joyfully what He has given us. 

• He desires for us to trust, depend, and have faith in the way He provides for us. 

  INVESTIGATE - Asking Why or How (4 min) 

WHY would God love a cheerful giver?

• God loves a cheerful giver because that reflects His own heart and character.  The Gospel is evidence of such kinds of giving. Cheerful 
giving can be evidence that the giver is content in God alone without the need to keep the time, money, or things he/she can give away.  

HOW do feelings of “reluctance” or “compulsion” become realities in our hearts when we have the 
opportunity to give? WHAT do these feelings reveal our understanding of God’s grace towards us?

• Giving that involve reluctance and/or compulsion can reveal a narrow view of the world and our experience in it.  We can easily connect 
our identify and happiness to having more.  Yet having more never satisfies. We will find ourselves needing more eventually.  If we give 
reluctantly or under compulsion we believe our experience in life with less will equal less happiness.  These feelings can also demonstrate 
that we have failed to consider what we would be without God’s generosity to us.  

   GO - Asking Questions That Require Action (6 min)  

What will it look like in our lives to be a cheerful giver?

• Knowing that all we have is from God and for God 

• Seeing the needs of others and longing to give just as God has abundantly given to us 

• Having the eyes to see those in need 

• Being prayerful about when, how, and what to give 

• Remembering that God loves those who give cheerfully and it will allow us to abound in every good work when we are not chained by the 
things of this world 

Is there an attitude I need to change about my possessions, time, and money?

• Jesus is our example.  How can we give our time and resources to help those in need? How can we seek to know God’s heart for others 
and have the same attitude? How can that shape our attitudes towards giving? 
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  ACTIVITY: Individually (7 min)

DISCUSS that we are hoping EmmauStudents will partner together to raise money until 
Thanksgiving.  Operation Christmas Child  requires $7 for postage and a Christmas Meal Bag costs 
$35.  Our Goal for EmmauStudent Ministry is to raise $500. 

• Each Sunday we will have our Money can to contribute to. 

Create a plan/Create ideas for fundraising “for the next NINE Sundays.  Encourage discussion.   

• Potential ideas would be…Sacrifice spending money given to them by parents (lunch money, weekend fun money, etc.).  Ask parents for 
more responsibility around the house to earn money for this cause.  Encourage creativity! 

  COMMUNITY & CONCLUSION (10 min) 

CLOSING QUESTIONS: Do you trust Jesus to provide for you in the midst of giving sacrificially & 
generously to others? What is your attitude in the midst of giving?  Do you have a desire to help 
those in need around you?  What did you learn about yourself today in regards to giving?

• It is very possible that they may not be able to answer these questions.  Try to help them think honestly about these questions.  Ultimately 
you’ll be making an invitation to help them in those areas. 

INVITATION: Do you see a lack of desire to give to others in need? Ask Jesus to create that in you.

• Prayer is the pathway for us when we sense that our desires and affections for good things are weak.  Only God can give us those desires.  
But also we must not neglect obedience even if our desires are weak.  Humble prayer and humble obedience often times leads to greater 
desires for good and holy things such as cheerful giving.  is very possible that they may not be able to answer these questions.  Try to help 
them think honestly about these questions.  Ultimately you’ll be ma 

CLOSING PRAYER: Related to this morning’s DIG study and activity… Is anyone willing to share a 
prayer need with the group? How can we encourage you this week?  How can we hold you 
accountable specifically this week?

• Please use the above questions and refrain from using the statement, “Does anyone have any prayer requests?”  This is too general and 
doesn’t ask the student directly about spiritual issues.  Until your group develops greater community invite students to connect with you 
individually. 

PRAY: Spend time in prayer as a group. 

• This will depend upon the life of your small group and the willingness of the individuals.  A big win would be that everyone gets prayed 
for and every person prays.  However, if your group isn't there yet take small baby steps throughout the year.  

ENCOURAGE: Pray for each other & check in with each other for encouragement & accountability.  

• As the adult encourager set the tone and be the lead prayer warrior this week.  Give them an example to follow by checking in with your 
small group via text, GroupMe, or whatever means your small group has adopted for regular communication.  
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Working Together for a Common Goal
This semester we want to challenge our students to embrace God’s desires for us to be cheerful 
givers.  This will require several things from us and our students. 

• A Spiritual Checkup: Where are our hearts?  Do we understand how God cheerfully gave to us in 
Jesus?  Do we understand that to be blessed means we are to bless others? Have we made idols out 
of either our time, our money, or our things? 

• A Denial of Self: What can I forsake personally in regards to my time, money, or things in order to 
bless others?   

• Work Together: The above questions are best answered both individually and with others.  Inviting 
others into this process allows for honesty and accountability.  We need each other to help us 
embrace eternal things.  

How We Will Maintain Momentum in Giving This Semester 

• Small Group Encouragers reminding students often about the opportunity laid before us. 

• Giving opportunity each Sunday morning for student to contribute to your Small Group’s Money 
can.  

• We will have a visual showing how much money we have collected together as EmmauStudents.  

CONNECT: With your small group or the students as individuals this week by…  

• Create a jpg (picture) through YouVersion App for the verse 2 Corinthians 9:8 and share it with your small group. 

• Text students if they personally plan to participate in raising money this semester.  If yes, ask them what they are sacrificing from in order 
to make this a reality. 

• Craft a short prayer customized to each student in your small group and text it to them this week. 

PARENTS: Try to carve some time out with your family this week for an important conversation.  It 
could be at a family meal, while driving, at bedtime, or some other time where you can have a 
conversation without distractions. 

• Use this time to brainstorm together and create a list of needs you all are aware of in people’s lives.  Do your best to prioritize these needs 
and discuss how your family or as individuals can give sacrificially and generously towards this need.
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APPENDIX                        EmmauStudent Fall GIVING Initiative

 POST SMALL GROUP STUDENT CONNECTION 

 FAMILY  DISCIPLESHIP (For Parents) 


