
DISCUSSION GUIDE :: AT A GLANCE 
 INFORMAL: (10 minutes) 

Take attendance with the LEAD App and ask guests to complete a connection card.  
Allow for informal conversation with your group but be prepped to transition.  
REVIEW Memory Verse (Hebrews 4:14). Can anyone quote Hebrews 4:12-14? 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION: 1 person a Sunday. Encouragers, you’re first. Keep it under 3 min. 
Research the provided Gospel presentations to decide what you like best. 

INTRODUCTION: (6 minutes) 

OPENING QUESTIONS: How do you know you REALLY love something? 
PRAY: Ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to desire, see, understand, & live the truth.  
READ: Matthew 22:34-40 out loud and then GIVE some background. 

 DISCOVER - Asking Who, What, Where, or When (4 min) 

WHAT did Jesus say was the greatest commandment?  
WHAT did Jesus say was the 2nd greatest commandment?  

 INVESTIGATE - Asking Why or How (4 min) 

WHAT does it mean to love God with all your heart, soul, & mind?  
HOW would the greatest commandment have an impact on how we lived out the 2nd greatest 
commandment? 
Why did Jesus tell them to love your neighbor as you love yourself?  

 GO - Asking Questions That Require Action (4 min) 

How many of you feel you fall short in fulfilling the greatest commandment? Why?  
How should the Gospel help us/encourage us with our imperfect life for God?  
What impact is Jesus, as your rescuer, having on your life right now?  
Specifically, how is God’s love for you helping you to… 1) fight against sin? 2) be obedient 
when it is hard? 3) Love others in your life?   

 ACTIVITY:  No activity today (0 min)

There is no activity today.  We want you to encourage more time for honest conversation 
during the “GO” & “Community” sections today.  

 COMMUNITY & CONCLUSION (10 min) 

CLOSING QUESTIONS: Related to this morning’s DIG study & the activity… How can we 
pray/encourage you this week? How can we hold you accountable this week?  Close in prayer.  
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January’s 
Memory Verse 
Hebrews 4:14   

Provided 
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Sermon 
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Discussion will be 
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our discussion we 
will outline that 
here.
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Helping students to know how to study the Bible for themselves  
by asking the right kind of questions.   
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DISCUSSION GUIDE :: EXPANDED 
  INFORMAL: (8 minutes) 

Take ATTENDANCE with the LEAD App. 
Ask GUESTS to complete a CONNECTION card.  Find ways to learn about the guest.  
Allow for informal CONVERSATION but be prepped to TRANSITION to allow time for Bible 
discussion & community.    
REVIEW this month’s Memory Verse (Hebrews 4:14).  
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION: In response to last weeks Discussion Guide we want your small group 
to carve out 3 minutes each Sunday for a different person to practice sharing the Gospel. I 
want our Encouragers to lead the way first as to model this for the students. Keep it under 3 
minutes. So who is up to bat first?!? Once all the Encouragers have taken a Sunday to give it a 
shot start asking a different student (a week in advance) to come prepared to share the Gospel 
the following Sunday.  You may need to be more hands on with some than with others.  Below I 
listed several ways to communicate the Gospel.  The first three in the list are my favorite. Before you 
print your Discussion Guide click the link on the pdf so you can access the one you prefer.  

• 3 Circles:  https://youtu.be/V7mURm-8cOI (there is an App for this…Life Conversation Guide or Life on Mission) 

• 4 Words - God, Man, Jesus Response: https://www.9marks.org/answer/what-gospel/ 

• Life in 6 Words: https://lifein6words.com/the-g-o-s-p-e-l-message-explained/ (There is an App for this…same title) 

• 3 Minutes: https://ca.thegospelcoalition.org/columns/ad-fontes/sharing-the-gospel-in-3-minutes-or-less/ 

• How to Know God: https://www.cru.org/us/en/how-to-know-god/would-you-like-to-know-god-personally.html 

• Romans Road: https://www.biblegateway.com/blog/2016/09/evangelism-the-romans-road-to-salvation/ 
  

  INTRODUCTION: (7 minutes) 

OPENING QUESTION: How do you know if you REALLY love something? 

• Students may need time to think. If it helps have them identify a possession they really love. Often times our “loves” in life tend to 
consume us.  We think about them..sacrifice for them...prioritize our time for them, etc. 

EXPLAIN: We will use the DIG Method as always to study Scripture. Today is about learning how to 
study the Bible. (Note to Encourager…Today’s primary goal of the discussion is designed to help 
students learn how to study the Bible. With that being said, before you jump into the provided 
questions for each section try to get some input from the students as to the kinds of questions 
to ask. The DIG Method is simply the process of asking the right kind of questions. If it helps 
go ahead and explain the DIG Method.)
 
PRAY: Ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to desire, see, understand, and live the truth.  

• We never want to approach God’s Word like we approach books we read for school/learning.  We are not merely acquiring information.  
We are encountering words that are alive and change people through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Let’s position ourselves in humility 
and ask God for His help and to transform us!) 
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READ: Matthew 22:34-40 out loud then share the following explanation. some background. 

Matthew 22:34-40  34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. 35 And one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a 
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
 
BACKGROUND: The religious leaders were upset with Jesus.  They valued their power in the temple 
and over the people.  They were supposed to help people find God, however, they only put obstacles 
in their way.  They promoted a system where one had to be good enough in order to know/
experience the love of God.  Jesus pointed out their error and condemned their influence.  He 
welcomed the weak & sinful to find their hope in Himself, not in their own efforts to somehow get 
better.  The hope of Jesus produces a genuine (not necessarily perfect) love for Him. 

 DISCOVER - Asking Who, What, Where, or When (4 min)   

WHAT did Jesus say was the greatest commandment?  

• You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your minds 

WHAT did Jesus say was the 2nd greatest commandment?  

• You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  

  INVESTIGATE - Asking Why or How (4 min) 

WHAT does it mean to love God with all your heart, soul, & mind?  

• At its simplest understanding we are to love God with all of our being? The religious leaders were very aware of this commandment and 
yet were blinded to the understanding of its meaning.  They assumed love for God was only about knowing a lot about God and only 
appearing spiritual on the outside.  

HOW should the greatest commandment have an impact on how we live out the 2nd greatest 
commandment?  

• To love God with all our being means we’ve come to understand what God loves with all of His being...people (His creation).  Often times 
we only love that which is easy to love or love those who love us in return.  God loved those who hated Him (sinners).  We too love others 
like God loved us. 

WHAT would love for others look like if we loved them like we loved ourselves?  

• To love one’s self means to be committed to one’s well being and protection. If you are hungry you eat, thirsty you drink, sick you take 
medicine, etc.  The assumption from this Scripture is that we love ourselves.  We ought to be that committed to others. 

   
 GO - Asking Questions That Require Action (4 min)  

How many of you feel you fall short in fulfilling the greatest commandment? Why?

• The hope is that all of us feel the weight of this imperfection in ourselves.  Apart from God we will never have love for Him and others, only 
hatred.  The best we could offer is an attempt to make it look like we love on the outside.  But that love would be far from genuine.  
Because of God’s work within us through Jesus, we are given a love for Him and others that grows over time.  
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HOW should the Gospel help you/encourage us with our imperfect love for God?

• The Gospel tells us that Jesus came to show us what genuine love for God looks like.  He loved God with all of his being.  His perfect love 
also rescued & forgave us for our hatred of God.  When we trust Jesus and believe the Gospel a genuine love for God is born in us.  Though 
it is imperfect, it is genuine and we trust that God is enabling that love to grow.  Additionally… 

‣ The greatest commandment isn’t something we do to earn right standing God but something He gives us when we trust in 
Jesus and believe the Gospel (Romans 5:5).  Also, even though we continue to struggle with sin, we hate it and look to Jesus for 
hope & help (Rom 7:15, 25). 

WHAT impact is Jesus, as your rescuer, having on your life right now?

• This question is very general so it may be difficult for some to answer immediately.  But as they process it, their answers or their lack of 
answers may give you some insight as to where your students are right now with the Lord.  These are the kind of pointed questions we 
want to ask to help discern where students are at, how to pray for them, and how to disciple them, or for some call them to believe in 
Jesus and repent for the first time.    

Specifically, HOW is God’s love for you helping you to… 1) fight against sin? 2) be obedient when it 
is hard? 3) love others in your life?

• This question is essentially the same question as the one before but gives some specifics for students to think about how God is helping 
them to love Him and love others. 

• Since there is some more time built in to the discussion guide give opportunity for students to talk about how they are struggling to do 
the three things listed above.  Don’t be surprised how your own honest/vulnerable confessions may encourage your small group. 

  ACTIVITY: No activity today (0 min)  

  COMMUNITY & CONCLUSION (10 min) 

CLOSING QUESTIONS: Related to this morning’s DIG study or other spiritual struggles… How can 
we pray for you? How can we encourage you this week?  How can we hold you accountable this 
week?

• Please use the above questions & refrain from stating, “Does anyone have any prayer requests?”  This is too general & doesn’t ask the 
student directly about spiritual issues.  Until your group develops greater community invite students to connect with you individually. 

PRAY: Spend time in prayer as a group. 

• This will depend upon the life of your small group and the willingness of the individuals.  A big win would be that everyone gets prayed 
for and every person prays.  However, if your group isn't there yet take small baby steps throughout the year.  

ENCOURAGE: Pray for each other & check in with each other for encouragement & accountability.  

• As the adult encourager set the tone and be the lead prayer warrior this week.  Give them an example to follow by checking in with your 
small group via text, GroupMe, or whatever means your small group has adopted for regular communication.  
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CONNECT: With your small group or the students as individuals this week by…  

• Create a jpg (picture) through YouVersion App for the verse Romans 5:5 and share it with your small group. 

• Pay close attention to the responses (or lack of responses) given this morning.  How can you pray/encourage/disciple the individual 
students in your group?  
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 POST SMALL GROUP STUDENT CONNECTION        


