
DISCUSSION GUIDE :: AT A GLANCE 
 INFORMAL: (8 minutes) 

TAKE attendance with the LEAD App. Ask guests to complete a CONNECTION card.  
Allow for informal conversation with your group but be prepped to transition. This would be a 
good time to remind them about the $500 goal and ask for donations/encourage sacrifice.  
Reminder: Need to schedule a time to shop as a group for groceries for the Meal Bags. 

INTRODUCTION: (5 minutes) 

REVIEW: Memory verse for the month (Hebrews 4:12).  
OPENING ?: Why is it important for us to seek/give forgiveness within the Body of Christ?  
EXPLAIN: Briefly introduce the DIG method of Bible Study.  
PRAY: Ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to desire, see, understand, & live the truth.  
READ: Matt 18:15-20 out loud & then begin the DIG Method. 

 DISCOVER - Asking Who, What, Where, or When (4 min) 

WHO are the people mentioned in this passage? 
WHAT is the author talking about? 
WHAT are the 4 steps in seeking reconciliation that are listed in this passage? 

  INVESTIGATE - Asking Why or How (7 min) 

WHY does v.15 instruct the offended to go the person who has offended him?  
WHY do you think it is important to first go to the person who has offended you alone?  
WHAT do you think it means to “have gained your brother” in verse 15?   

 GO - Asking Questions That Require Action (5 min) 

WHAT did I learn about God’s instruction to us about dealing with conflict and how should it 
change my thoughts and actions?  Is there a prayer I need to PRAY?

 ACTIVITY: Individual Reflection (5 min)

Break small group up into groups of 2-3 people. Assign a scenario from the attached sheet to 
each group. DISCUSS scenarios and how to Biblically resolve the conflict according to what we 
looked at in Matthew 18. 
 COMMUNITY & CONCLUSION (10 min) 

CLOSING QUESTIONS: Related to this morning’s DIG study & the activity… How can we 
pray/encourage you this week?  How can we hold you accountable this week?  
PRAY: Spend some time praying for each other?  
ENCOURAGE: Invest in one another this week. Check in and pray for each other. 
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Exposing students to what the Word says about forgiveness  
and how that relates to community. 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DISCUSSION GUIDE :: EXPANDED 
  INFORMAL: (8 minutes) 

Take ATTENDANCE with the LEAD App. 
Ask GUESTS to complete a CONNECTION card.  Find ways to learn about the guest.  
Allow for informal CONVERSATION but be prepped to TRANSITION to allow time for Bible 
discussion & community.   This would be a good time to remind them about the $500 goal and ask 
for donations/encourage sacrifice. Reminder: Need to schedule a time to shop as a group for 
groceries for the Meal Bags. 

  INTRODUCTION: (5 minutes) 

OPENING QUESTION: Why is it important for us to seek/give forgiveness within the Body of Christ? 

• Possible answers could include but are not limited to: 1) So that we can show love to the world around us. 2) So that we can focus on the 
things that God wants us to focus on, because we are commanded to forgive as God has forgiven us 

• Show the Slippery Slope of Conflict worksheet to illustrate the importance of conflict resolution. Ask students how they typically respond 
during conflict? 

PRAY: Ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to desire the truth, see the truth, understand the truth, 
and live the truth.  

• We never want to approach God’s Word like we approach books we read for school/learning.  We are not merely acquiring information.  
We are encountering words that are alive and change people through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Let’s position ourselves in humility 
and ask God for His help and to transform us!) 

READ: Matthew 18:15-20 out loud & then begin the DIG Method. 

• Matthew 18:15-20  15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you 
have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by 
the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the 
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed[f] in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it 
will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.“  

  DISCOVER - Asking Who, What, Where, or When (4 min) 

WHO are the people mentioned in this passage? 

• The person sinned against (the offended), the person who sinned against someone (the offender); the one or two others (brothers or 
sisters in Christ); the church; Gentile/tax collector; Father in heaven.  

WHAT is the author talking about? 

• Hypocrisy: Trying to honor God by what people see on the outside but ignoring the weightier issues of the mind and the heart.  In other 
words, they were trying to present a different version of who they really were.   

WHAT are the 4 steps in seeking reconciliation that are listed in this passage? 
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• 1. Go directly to the person who has offended you and tell him his fault between you and him alone. 2. If he does not listen, take one or 
two others along with you as witnesses as you confront him. 3. If he refuses to listen then, tell it to the church 4. If he refuses to listen to 
the church, you are to let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector----or as an unbeliever.  

  INVESTIGATE - Asking Why or How (7 min) 

WHY do you think verse 15 instructs the person who has been offended to go the person who has 
offended him? 

• Some possible interpretations could be: the offender may not know that he has sinned against the offended; the offended person should 
be proactive in restoring the relationship and protecting unity in the Body of Christ; the offended person should not wait for the offender 
to seek forgiveness because of the temptation toward bitterness that could grow within the offended. . 

WHY do you think it is important to first go to the person who has offended you alone? 

• “If a matter can be settled without getting others involved, that will keep rumors and misunderstandings from multiplying and will keep 
the conflict from spreading.” (ESV Study Bible notes). 

WHAT do you think it means to “have gained your brother” in verse 15?

• This means that there is reconciliation and the offender can be restored in relationship with the offended and the Body of Christ--
maintaining unity. 

  
 GO - Asking Questions That Require Action (6 min)  

WHAT did I learn about God’s instruction to us about dealing with conflict and how should it change 
my thoughts and actions?

• Answers can vary, but could include: learning a Biblical approach to conflict resolution, learning why it is important to resolve conflict, 
changing the way I respond when someone offends me, etc. 

Is there a prayer I need to PRAY?

• Use this time as an introspective time.  Ask these questions:  
1) Who has forgiven you in the past?  
2) Who do you need to forgive right now? 

• Invite them to spend some time in prayer asking God for help to resolve any conflict they have right now in a way that honors Him.  

  ACTIVITY: (10 min)  …see the handout at the end of this guide

BREAK small group up into groups of 2-3 people. Assign a scenario from the attached sheet to each 
group for them to work through. After a few minutes bring everyone back together and DISCUSS the 
scenarios and how to Biblically resolve the conflict according to what we looked at in Matthew 18.  

  COMMUNITY & CONCLUSION (10 min) 

CLOSING QUESTIONS: Related to this morning’s DIG study and activity… Is anyone willing to share 
a prayer need with the group? How can we encourage you this week?  How can we hold you 
accountable this week?
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• Please use the above questions and refrain from using the statement, “Does anyone have any prayer requests?”  This is too general and 
doesn’t ask the student directly about spiritual issues.  Until your group develops greater community invite students to connect with you 
individually. 

PRAY: Spend time in prayer as a group. 

• This will depend upon the life of your small group and the willingness of the individuals.  A big win would be that everyone gets prayed 
for and every person prays.  However, if your group isn't there yet take small baby steps throughout the year.  

ENCOURAGE: Pray for each other & check in with each other for encouragement & accountability.  

• As the adult encourager set the tone and be the lead prayer warrior this week.  Give them an example to follow by checking in with your 
small group via text, GroupMe, or whatever means your small group has adopted for regular communication.  

CONNECT: With your small group or the students as individuals this week by…  

• Send parents a text/email and give them the family discipleship content below. 

• Create a jpg (picture) through YouVersion App for the verse Ephesians 4:1-3 and share it with your small group. 

• Contact students individually saying you wish to pray for them more intentionally this week.  Ask them if there is anything specific 
situations of conflict that you can help them honor the Lord in their response. 

• Encourage them to continue to memorize Hebrews 4:12.  Give them liberty to start looking through verse 16 to see the context of what 
we will be memorizing. 

PARENTS: How does your home handle conflict with each other?  We may not realize it but we teach 
our kids how to handle conflict with how we personally handle conflict.  

• Take time as a family to look over the “The Slippery Slope of Conflict” Handout and discuss your tendencies as a family.  This might even 
facilitate reconciliation to any current conflict in your home.   

• Take time as a family to look over the “Seeking to Forgive/Reconcile” Handout and as a means to encourage one another how we ought to 
work through conflict.  Make it a goal as a family to be quick to apologize and seek reconciliation with one another.   
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 POST SMALL GROUP STUDENT CONNECTION        

 FAMILY  DISCIPLESHIP (For Parents) 
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