
DISCUSSION GUIDE :: AT A GLANCE 
 INFORMAL: (8 minutes) 

Take attendance with the LEAD App. 
Ask guests to complete a connection card. 
Allow for informal conversation with your group but be prepped to transition. This would be a 
good time to remind them about the $500 goal and ask for donations/encourage sacrifice. 

INTRODUCTION: (7 minutes) 

OPENING QUESTION: How do you interact with the Bible and how often? 
EXPLAIN: The DIG Method of Bible engagement briefly.  
PRAY: Ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to desire, see, understand, & live the truth.  
READ: Matthew 13:44-58 out loud, & then begin the DIG Method. 

 DISCOVER - Asking Who, What, Where, or When (4 min) 

WHO are the main characters?  
WHAT is happening? 
WHAT is the author talking about? 
IDENTIFY key/repeated words or phrases. 

  INVESTIGATE - Asking Why or How (5 min) 

HOW valuable is the kingdom of heaven?  
WHY were the people of Nazareth astonished? 

 GO - Asking Questions That Require Action (6 min) 

Is there a truth to BELIEVE? 
Is there an error to AVOID? 
Is there a sin I need to CONFESS & REPENT of?

 ACTIVITY: Individual Reflection (5 min)

SELF REFLECTION: Using caution in our pursuit/involvement in the Kingdom of God. 
 COMMUNITY & CONCLUSION (10 min) 

CLOSING QUESTIONS: Related to this morning’s DIG study & the activity… How can we 
pray/encourage you this week?  How can we hold you accountable this week?  
PRAY: Spend time in prayer as a group.  
ENCOURAGE: Pray for each other & check in with each other for encouragement & 
accountability.  
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Provided 
Supplies 
“DIG Method” 
Bookmarks.        
(A sample one is 
at the end of this 
guide.) 

Sermon 
Connection 
Owen will be 
walking through 
Matt 13:44-52. 

Emmaus 
Connection 
When our 
discussions 
connect to the 
life of the church 
we will include 
that here.
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Modeling an interaction with the Word of God without the aid of devotions/
spiritual insights of other people…helping them become self-feeders.
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DISCUSSION GUIDE :: EXPANDED 
  INFORMAL: (8 minutes) 

Take ATTENDANCE with the LEAD App. 
Ask GUESTS to complete a CONNECTION card.  Find ways to learn about the guest.  
Allow for informal CONVERSATION but be prepped to TRANSITION to allow time for Bible 
discussion & community.   This would be a good time to remind them about the $500 goal and ask 
for donations/encourage sacrifice. 

  INTRODUCTION: (7 minutes) 

OPENING QUESTION: How do you interact with the Bible and how often? 

• You may get crickets but really push them to be open about their involvement with the Word of God.  You need to know where your group 
is at.  Most likely, even the most perceived faithful student struggles to spend time in the Word or lacks the know-how. 

EXPLAIN: The DIG Method of Bible engagement. 

• The Dig Method is a series of questions one can ask about the Scriptures to arrive at a proper understanding and response without the aid 
of devotions or the insights of others.  Devos/study notes are not bad but it is important that Jesus followers learn how to be a self feeders 
with the Word of God.  DIG stands for Discover, Investigate, Go.   

• In Discover we observe facts and info only.  We Investigate by working through the meaning of these facts.  In Go we think specifically 
how to respond to the Lord and His Word.  This is a very different approach for many when reading the Bible.  It will take time to 
understand and utilize. 

PRAY: Ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to desire the truth, see the truth, understand the truth, 
and live the truth.  

• We never want to approach God’s Word like we approach books we read for school/learning.  We are not merely acquiring information.  
We are encountering words that are alive and change people through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Let’s position ourselves in humility 
and ask God for His help and to transform us!) 

READ: Matthew 13:44-58 out loud, & then begin the DIG Method. 

• Matthew 13:44–58 “44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his 
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. // 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls,
46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. //  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the 
good into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from 
the righteous50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. // 51 “Have you 
understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” // 53 And when Jesus had 
finished these parables, he went away from there, 54 and coming to his hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were 
astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? 55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother 
called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did 
this man get all these things?” 57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his 
hometown and in his own household.” 58 And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.” 
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  DISCOVER - Asking Who, What, Where, or When (4 min) 

WHO are the main characters? 

• Jesus, the Disciples, people in Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth.  

WHAT is happening? 

• Jesus has just left the crowds [see verse 36] and begins explaining the kingdom of heaven to the disciples through parables (allegories/
stories). Jesus then leaves for Nazareth, His hometown, where He is rejected.  

WHAT is the author talking about? FOR EXAMPLE… 

• WHAT ARE THE PARABLES ABOUT?:   Parable 1 & 2 describe the kingdom of heaven as having great worth.  Parable 3 describes the end of 
the age prior to the coming of the kingdom of heaven.  SIDE NOTE: Parable 3 requires more time than we have to tackle its depth.   

• WHAT IS THE RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE TO JESUS?: They are astonished.  

• WHAT IS SAID ABOUT JESUS?: (see verse 55-56 for list of statements)  

IDENTIFY some key/repeated words or phrases. 

• Kingdom of Heaven, treasure, sell/sold all he has.   

  INVESTIGATE - Asking Why or How (4 min) 

HOW valuable is the kingdom of heaven? In what ways?

• Parable 1 & 2 describe the willingness to sacrifice greatly to secure the hidden treasure and the pearl of great value.  Likewise, pursuing 
the kingdom of Heaven is worth the loss of all worldly in order to secure eternal treasure. 

WHY were the people of Nazareth astonished?

• The people of Nazareth saw Jesus grow up.  They thought they knew Him, but upon seeing His wisdom and mighty works they were 
astonished. They could not believe that he was more than the man they watched grow up, therefore rejected Him as the Messiah. 

   GO - Asking Questions That Require Action (6 min)  

Is there a truth to BELIEVE?

• The Kingdom of Heaven is better than all things.  

Is there an error to AVOID?

• Acknowledging an incomplete version of Jesus. For example...agreeing that Jesus was a good man or good teacher but rejecting Jesus as 
Savior and not willing to surrender to Him as Lord.  Another example...I need Jesus for my salvation but not everyday.  Jesus died for my 
sins but there is a disconnect with my understanding or belief that Jesus cares for me daily. 

Is there a sin I need to CONFESS and REPENT of?

• Is there anything right now I am unwilling to do or unwilling to give up for Jesus? 

• Do I see this disconnect in my own life between what I say I believe and what I do? 
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  ACTIVITY: (5 min)

DISCUSS: If someone tells you to use extreme caution what are they trying to communicate with 
you?   

DISCUSS: Brainstorm as many situations in life that require using caution or carefulness. What 
happens if you do not use caution in these situations? 

NO DISCUSSION:  Let’s take a moment for us to individually contemplate this question.  There is A 
LOT at stake when it comes to the Kingdom of God and our pursuit/involvement in it.  Would you 
say you are using extreme caution when it comes to the things of God?  After a minute or so let’s 
conclude today’s discussion and care for each other  

  COMMUNITY & CONCLUSION (10 min) 

CLOSING QUESTIONS: Related to this morning’s DIG study and activity… Is anyone willing to share 
a prayer need with the group? How can we encourage you this week?  How can we hold you 
accountable this week?

• Please use the above questions and refrain from using the statement, “Does anyone have any prayer requests?”  This is too general and 
doesn’t ask the student directly about spiritual issues.  Until your group develops greater community invite students to connect with you 
individually. 

PRAY: Spend time in prayer as a group. 

• This will depend upon the life of your small group and the willingness of the individuals.  A big win would be that everyone gets prayed 
for and every person prays.  However, if your group isn't there yet take small baby steps throughout the year.  

ENCOURAGE: Pray for each other & check in with each other for encouragement & accountability.  

• As the adult encourager set the tone and be the lead prayer warrior this week.  Give them an example to follow by checking in with your 
small group via text, GroupMe, or whatever means your small group has adopted for regular communication.  

CONNECT: With your small group or the students as individuals this week by…  

• Create a jpg (picture) through YouVersion App for the verse Matthew 13:44 and share it with your small group. 

• Encourage them to use their DIG Method Bookmarks to study next Sunday’s Small Group Scripture passage before next Sunday.   
Mark 6:30-44 

• Encourage them to do some research on the country of Jordan and/or specifically the city of Amman.  Our church is sending a mission 
team there in a couple weeks.  

• If you feel you didn’t get sufficient responses from your small group, text them to ask them how you can pray for them this week. 
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 POST SMALL GROUP STUDENT CONNECTION        



PARENTS: Do you have any kind of routine for your own spiritual nourishment?  What kinds of 
things do you pursue?  In regards to Family Discipleship we generally always seem to focus on what 
you as a parent can give your family or how you can lead them.  We should balance that topic with 
how you as a parent are being fed/encouraged personally. 

• This Sunday Pastor Owen will be preaching on Matthew 13:44-52.  I want to encourage you in the days leading up to Sunday to utilize a 
Bible Study Bookmark to help you ask yourself questions in regards to the passage of Scripture to help you observe, interpret, and apply 
Scripture for your life. 
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 FAMILY  DISCIPLESHIP (For Parents) 


