
DISCUSSION GUIDE :: AT A GLANCE 
 INFORMAL: (8 minutes) 

TAKE attendance with the LEAD App. Ask guests to complete a CONNECTION card.  
Allow for informal conversation with your group but be prepped to transition. This would be a 
good time to remind them about the $500 goal and ask for donations/encourage sacrifice. 

INTRODUCTION: (5 minutes) 

REVIEW: Memory verse for the month (Hebrews 4:12).  
OPENING QUESTION:  Can you remember a time you got something you didn’t deserve?  
PRAY: Ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to desire, see, understand, & live the truth.  
READ: Matt 19:23-30 out loud & then begin the DIG Method. 

 DISCOVER - Asking Who, What, Where, or When (4 min) 

WHO is in this passage? 
WHAT questions are being asked? HOW does Jesus respond to those questions? 

  INVESTIGATE - Asking Why or How (7 min) 

WHY are riches a difficult obstacle to entering the kingdom of heaven (v.23)?  
WHAT does Jesus mean when He says that “With man this is impossible, but with God all things 
are possible”? 
Is Jesus listing ways in which people can earn their way to heaven (v.29)? Why not?   

 GO - Asking Questions That Require Action (5 min) 

WHICH do you tend to draw your value from more: possessions, performance, or how people 
perceive you? HOW does Jesus free us from placing our value in those things?  
HOW does that free us then to let go and pursue the good of others?

 ACTIVITY: Individual Reflection (5 min)

ASK: What are ways we can help our community or ways that you’ve helped the community in 
the past?  
PLAN outing for small group to shop for meal bag groceries and eat lunch together.  
PRAY: Spend time in prayer as a group for the demographics of people in our community 
mentioned in the opening.  

 COMMUNITY & CONCLUSION (10 min) 

CLOSING QUESTIONS: Related to this morning’s DIG study & the activity… How can we 
pray/encourage you this week?  How can we hold you accountable this week?  
PRAY: Pray for each other? ENCOURAGE: Invest in one another. Check in/Pray for each other. 

1

Current 
Memory Verse 
Hebrews 4:12 

Provided 
Supplies 
Demographics 
Handout, Meal 
Bag Instructions 

Sermon 
Connection 
Owen will be 
walking through 
Matt 19:13-30. 

Emmaus 
Connection 
We are preparing 
for the Christmas 
Meal Bags. 
You’ve raised $ to 
buy items for the 
bags. Time to 
shop!

EMMAUSTUDENT SMALL GROUPS | KNOW OTHERS | BE KNOWN | KNOW HIM | MAKE HIM KNOWN | TOGETHER

Salvation is based on God’s generosity to us and not earned  
by our own works, so we are called to be generous in return.   
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DISCUSSION GUIDE :: EXPANDED 
  INFORMAL: (8 minutes) 

Take ATTENDANCE with the LEAD App. 
Ask GUESTS to complete a CONNECTION card.  Find ways to learn about the guest.  
Allow for informal CONVERSATION but be prepped to TRANSITION to allow time for Bible 
discussion & community.   This would be a good time to remind them about the $500 goal and ask 
for donations/encourage sacrifice. Reminder: Need to schedule a time to shop as a group for 
groceries for the Meal Bags. 

  INTRODUCTION: (5 minutes) 

OPENING QUESTION: Can you remember a time you got something you didn’t deserve? 

• Students may need time to think. Consider giving an example to help guide their thoughts. But make sure to still provide that space for 
them to think and then share.  

PRAY: Ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to desire the truth, see the truth, understand the truth, 
and live the truth.  

• We never want to approach God’s Word like we approach books we read for school/learning.  We are not merely acquiring information.  
We are encountering words that are alive and change people through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Let’s position ourselves in humility 
and ask God for His help and to transform us!) 

READ: Matthew 19:23-30 out loud & then begin the DIG Method. 

• Matthew 19:23-30  23 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 
God.” 25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” 26 But Jesus looked at them 
and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 27 Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything 
and followed you. What then will we have?” 28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world,[b] when the Son of Man will sit 
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone 
who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold[c] and 
will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.“  

  DISCOVER - Asking Who, What, Where, or When (4 min) 

WHO is in this passage? 

• The Jesus, Disciples, specifically Peter, Those who are rich, Those who followed Jesus and everyone who’s left people and their things, The 
first who will be last, and the last who will be first.  

WHAT questions are being asked? 

• 1) Who then can be saved?   2) What then will there be for us? 

HOW does Jesus respond to those questions? 

• 1) With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible”.  2) “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will 
sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  And everyone 

2

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23788b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23789c


who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold[c] and 
will inherit eternal life.  But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”  

  INVESTIGATE - Asking Why or How (7 min) 

WHY are riches a difficult obstacle to entering the kingdom of heaven (v.23)? 

• Riches can potentially distort our thinking and values.  Riches can tempt us to believe we are self-sufficient apart from God.  Additionally 
we can be trapped by this idol because we will do almost anything to hold onto that deceptive self sufficiency.  The kingdom of heaven is 
for those who acknowledge their desperate neediness before God and find themselves desperately forsaking all temporary forms of 
security to find their hope and security in God.   

• ENCOURAGER PLEASE CLARIFY! With all this attention on money please clarify that this discussion is about identifying all forms of God 
substitutes in our lives, I.e. possessions, performance, the approval of others, etc.  

WHAT does Jesus mean when He says that “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible”(v.26)? 

• It is not by our own strength or works that we are saved, but we are in need of a Savior. Because of God’s great love for us, He gave us a 
Savior through Jesus Christ. So we must profess our whole and complete dependency on Jesus by following Him solely and 
wholeheartedly. 

Is Jesus listing ways in which people can earn their way to heaven (v.29)? Why not??

• If this were true he would be contradicting what He just said in v.26. If salvation is impossible with man, then any actions on our part no 
matter how holy will never help us attain heaven.  

• Jesus is revealing the results the work of God’s salvation produces in those He saves, as well as, the reward that awaits them.  In summary, 
in salvation, we recognize that Jesus is our greatest treasure and our value comes from Him, therefore we willingly sacrifice and forsake 
temporary satisfaction in the things of this life for the sake of His name and following Him.  

  
 GO - Asking Questions That Require Action (6 min)  

WHICH do you tend to draw your value from more: money, possessions, performance, or how people 
perceive you??

• Answers will vary depending on the students. Make sure to give them time to respond, awkward silence is okay. You can always help them 
by giving them an example from your own personal life., etc. 

HOW does Jesus free us from placing our value in those things?

• The promise and reward of having Jesus and having nothing is greater than having everything and not having Jesus. In Christ’s life, 
death, and resurrection He has already taken care of our greatest problem. 

HOW does that free us then to let go and pursue the good of others?

• We are not enslaved to accumulating possessions or trying to be good enough for others or God, but are free to devote ourselves fully to 
the souls and physical needs of others. 

  ACTIVITY: (10 min)  …see the handout at the end of this guide
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***Preface by connecting the Bible Study and this activity. You can state that when we free ourselves from being chained to our earthly 
possessions, we can more freely give our time and things to the people near and far from us. So, we are going to discuss how we can do 
something together that will practice this

ASK: What ways can we help our community or how have you helped the community in the past?  
 
PLAN outing for small group to shop for meal bag groceries and eat lunch together. 

• Try to figure out a potential day to do this, maybe a Sunday after church grab lunch and shop? You can use a church van also. 

PRAY: Spend time in prayer as a group for the demographics of people in our community.  

  COMMUNITY & CONCLUSION (10 min) 

CLOSING QUESTIONS: Related to this morning’s DIG study and activity… Is anyone willing to share 
a prayer need with the group? How can we encourage you this week?  How can we hold you 
accountable this week?

• Please use the above questions and refrain from using the statement, “Does anyone have any prayer requests?”  This is too general and 
doesn’t ask the student directly about spiritual issues.  Until your group develops greater community invite students to connect with you 
individually. 

PRAY: Spend time in prayer as a group. 

• This will depend upon the life of your small group and the willingness of the individuals.  A big win would be that everyone gets prayed 
for and every person prays.  However, if your group isn't there yet take small baby steps throughout the year.  

ENCOURAGE: Pray for each other & check in with each other for encouragement & accountability.  

• As the adult encourager set the tone and be the lead prayer warrior this week.  Give them an example to follow by checking in with your 
small group via text, GroupMe, or whatever means your small group has adopted for regular communication.  

CONNECT: With your small group or the students as individuals this week by…  

• Create a jpg (picture) through YouVersion App for the verse Matthew 19:25-26 and share it with your small group. 

• Contact students individually saying you wish to pray for them more intentionally this week.  Ask them if there is anything specific you 
can pray for or encourage them. 

• Encourage them to continue to memorize Hebrews 4:12.  Give them liberty to start looking through verse 16 to see the context of what 
we will be memorizing. 

PARENTS: Have you ever asked your student to pray for you in how you are tempted and attacked 
spiritually?  Review our Application section of our Discussion Guide below for you personally and 
then share with your student how they can pray for you to find Jesus as your greatest treasure and 
follow Him sacrificially.   
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 POST SMALL GROUP STUDENT CONNECTION        

 FAMILY  DISCIPLESHIP (For Parents) 



 GO - Asking Questions That Require Action (6 min)  

WHICH do you tend to draw your value from more: money, possessions, performance, or how people 
perceive you?? 

HOW does Jesus free us from placing our value in those things?

• The promise and reward of having Jesus and having nothing is greater than having everything and not having Jesus. In Christ’s life, 
death, and resurrection He has already taken care of our greatest problem. 

HOW does that free us then to let go and pursue the good of others?

• We are not enslaved to accumulating possessions or trying to be good enough for others or God, but are free to devote ourselves fully to 
the souls and physical needs of others. 

Most of us live in a very affluent area and have most of our needs if not all met.  The economic 
struggles that most of us encounter likely center around how many luxuries and conveniences can we 
afford.   

As you look at the map many people east and north of Emmaus grind it out day to day just so they 
can provide their families the basic needs of life.  Many children live off assistance and get most of 
their meals through school.  Several after school meal programs have been put in place in order to 
send food home with children for the weekend. The Food Bank of OK is one of those programs.  

The Christmas Meal Bag Opportunity is a small way to love/serve the weary among us.  This 
semester you’ve been raising money to contribute to this project.  We can do this!
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